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Board of 
Trustees
CHAIR
Stacy Mattia

VICE CHAIRS
Mikaela Levons
Peter Johnson
Sharon White

SECRETARY
Jean Frankel

TREASURER
Matt Thornton

MEMBERS
Mona Bakre*
Heather S. Barberi
Gil Blitz
Dominique Carroll
Lou Chen
Barbara Coe
Andrea Colby
Sanjeev Dugar
Ed Greene
Marilyn W. Grounds
Adrienne R. Hill
Linda Kinsey
Donna McInerney
James Mendez
Shea Murray*
Amanda Newman-Godfrey
Susan Rundquist Palmer
Barbara Panfili
Brenda Ross-Dulan
Evan Schiff
Naiobe Sharrock*
Justin Williams*

Emeritus
Laurence Capo
Janet Haring
Eleanor V. Horne
Barbara Moran*

PRESIDENT & CEO
Michele Russo

*welcome new members

Students at Bear Tavern 
Elementary in Titusville, 
NJ experience a 
performance by Samba 
to Salsa. Photo by Erico 
Rovayo

Our Mission 
Inspire young people and 
expand their learning 
through the arts.
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By the Numbers  

2024-2025

296,825 396 11,486
children schools teachers

$1,327,853
wages to 184 artists  

882 3,053 141
assembly 

performances
workshops & 
residencies

teacher 
professional 

learning sessions



 4

2024-25

Highlights

Serving South Jersey

During a 20-day residency with teaching 
artist Hua Hua Zhang, students at 
Elizabeth Haddon School explored the 
tradition of Chinese shadow puppet 
theater.

Watch video

Arts Ed + Mental Health 
= Positive Change

YA is a proud recipient of Mental Health 
America’s Community Impact Zone grant 
to address mental health for students in 
Burlington County and Trenton.

Watch video

Students at Thomas Jefferson Intermediate in Trenton, 
NJ take part in a workshop with teaching artist Bobby 
Beetcut. Photo by Erico Rovayo

William Penn 
Foundation Grant

The Foundation awarded a $325,950 
grant to support long-term arts 
residencies impacting students in five 
schools in Philadelphia.

Learn more

Marck “Flaco” Best, Philadelphia-based dance teaching 
artist, introduces students to social dance traditions.

US Congressman 
Herbert Conaway, Jr. 
❤s Arts Ed

“We are grateful for the leadership of 
Congressman Conaway in shining a light 
on the importance of arts education for 
all students.”~Michele Russo, President 
& CEO

Learn more

Congressman Conaway and YA CEO Michele Russo 
enjoy a performance by the Junk Jam Band at Mercer 
Elementary in Hamilton, NJ. Photo by Erico Rovayo

10 Years of Leadership

“We are grateful for your leadership. 
Kudos to Michele on 10 years, and we 
can’t wait for the next 10.” ~Stacy Mattia, 
Board Chair

Learn more

YA CEO Michele Russo testifies at the Assembly Budget 
Hearing at the New Jersey State House in Trenton, NJ. 
Photo by Kerri Munoz

https://youtu.be/rpJwpl-jj8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKqWsjT9F80
https://yanjep.org/news-and-events/wpf-grant/
https://yanjep.org/news-and-events/congressmanvisit3_17_25
https://yanjep.org/news-and-events/10-years-with-russo/
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Arthur Factor Award

Arts United Award

PERI NEARON  
Retired Executive Director, Division of Disability Services at the New Jersey 
Department of Health and Human Services

HECTOR MORALES  
Teaching Artist

For her support of YA’s work that increases positive perceptions of Disabled 
identities, expands inclusion and equitable educational experiences in schools, 
and builds connected communities.

For his artistry that demonstrates how the arts encourage teachers, students, 
and community members to deepen their understanding of creative practice and 
Afro-Peruvian culture.

SEGUNDA QUIMBAMBA 
Teaching Artist

Arts United Award

For their work advancing multilingual arts education in classrooms and 
immersing students of all backgrounds in culturally authentic Puerto Rican music 
and dance traditions.

Recognizing outstanding arts supporters
Arts Champions Awards

Distinguished Service Award
MAXINE LYLE 
Teaching Artist

For her inspiring work teaching students the African American art of Stepping, 
which has been a catalyst for growth among students, inspiring confidence and 
creativity.

AIE Governor’s Award
SETH BOYDEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
MAPLEWOOD, NJ
For their exceptional dedication to the arts in collaboration with 
teaching artist Maxine Lyle from Soul Steps.
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Operating Budget
For Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2025

INCOME EXPENSE

CONTRIBUTED INCOME 

TOTAL: $2,983,616 TOTAL: $3,131,684

TOTAL: $1,851,669

PROGRAM:  
$2,350,364

FOUNDATION:  
$837,060

CORPORATE: 
$136,438

GOVERNMENT: 
$668,398

INDIVIDUALS:
$209,773

MANAGEMENT:  
$373,265

FUNDRAISING:  
$408,055

CONTRIBUTED:  
$1,851,669

OTHER:  
$91,263PROGRAM

SERVICES: 
$1,040,685
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Thank you to 
our donors

Established in 2009, in honor of 
Marilyn W. Grounds, founders and 
members are major donors to the 
Annual Fund.

FOUNDERS
Barbara Broad*
Andrea L. Colby
Linda Kinsey and Don Ehman
Cheryl and Richard Goldman
Marilyn and Peter* Grounds
Janet M. Haring
Betty Wold Johnson*
Gerda Kelly*
Ann* and John McGoldrick
Christine Grounds and John Mir
Larry Capo and Jim Olson
Mary and Gary Reece
Jay and Amy Regan
Belinda and Ferrill Roll
Deborah and Stephen Shepherd
Anita J. Siegel
Michael* and Willa* Spicer
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Steffens
Miriam and Jeff Tucker
Kristin and Ken Wenger

Recognizes those whose estate and 
life income gifts will provide future 
support.

FOUNDING MEMBERS
Larry Capo and Jim Olson
Andrea Colby
Liz Fillo* and Chris Coucill
Cheryl and Richard Goldman
Janet M. Haring
Kathy and Jamie Herring
Gerda Kelly*
Barbara and Tom Moran
Denyce Mylson and Joseph Olenick
Mrs. Dorothy Noonan
Belinda and Ferrill Roll
Anita J. Siegel
Michael* and Willa* Spicer
Miriam and Jeff Tucker
Sharon and Russell White

* we remember

$100,000 AND UP
The Geraldine R. Dodge 
Foundation

The Jay and Linda Grunin 
Foundation

Mental Health America
New Jersey Department of 
Human Services Division of 
Disability Services

New Jersey State Council on the 
Arts

$30,000-$99,999
Anonymous (2)
The Burke Foundation
The George H. and Estelle M. 
Sands Foundation

The Meta A. & William S. Griffith 
Foundation

Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

$20,000-$29,999
Anonymous (2)
Connelly Foundation
F.M. Kirby Foundation
Hess Foundation, Inc.
Mimi Washington Starrett 
Foundation

$10,000-$19,999
Andrea and Michael Colby
The Edward T. Cone Foundation
Peter and Sharyn Johnson
National Endowment for the Arts
New Jersey Arts & Culture 
Renewal Fund

New Jersey Cultural Trust
NJM Insurance Group
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
Pincus Family Foundation
PNC Foundation
The Robert Wood Johnson III Fund 
of the Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

Stone Foundation of New Jersey
Sharon and Russell White

$5,000-$9,999
The Blanche and Irving Laurie 
Foundation

Dominique Carroll
Colbert Family Fund of Coastal 
Community Foundation of SC

The Highland-Mills Foundation
Linda Kinsey and Don Ehman
Stacy and Michael Mattia
Donna and Timothy McInerney
NRG Energy, Inc.

Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman visits Bear Tavern Elementary in Titusville, NJ, 
joined by YA CEO Michele Russo, YA Trustees Mikaela Levons and Donna McInerney, ArtEd 
NJ Executive Director Wendy Liscow, Hopewell Valley School District Superintendent Dr. 
Rosetta Treece, and Bear Tavern Principal Jay Billy. Photo by Erico Rovayo
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Susan and Patrick Palmer
The Piper Hill Foundation
Rosenlund Family Foundation
WSFS CARES Foundation

$2,000-$4,999
Barbara Coe and Joseph 
Highland Fund of the Princeton 
Area Community Foundation

Heather S. Barberi
Gil Blitz and Tali Mendelberg
Cliff and Ellen Cramer
Gregg and Jean Frankel 
Foundation, Inc.

James and Farrah Gee
The Gordon and Llura Gund Fund 
of the Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

Jacqueline Jones and Ed Greene
Marilyn W. Grounds
Janet M. Haring
Jerome Robbins Foundation
Mikaela and Jaquan Levons
MacMillan Family Foundation
Margit and Eli Marie Arvesen Fund 
of the Community Foundation of 
New Jersey

Merril G. & Emita E. Hastings 
Foundation

Michele Minter Yuan and Jeffrey 
Yuan

Amanda Newman-Godfrey
Barbara and Duilio Panfili
Michele Russo

$1,000-$1,999
Anne VanLent Fund of the 
Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

Iris and Sanford Bing
Jane and Ted Boyer
Larry Capo and James Olson
Citizens Charitable Foundation
Sanjeev Dugar
Greeniaus Family Foundation
The Griffin-Cole Fund
Ms. Tali Mendelberg
Barbara Fulton Moran and Tom 
Moran

NRG Global Giving
Robert J. Ciatto and Elaine Ciatto 
Family Foundation

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Robins Family Fund of the 
Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

Brenda Ross-Dulan
Siekerka Family Giving Fund
Matthew Thornton
UBS

$500-$999
Pam and Don Betterton
Bryan Electric Co., Inc.
Lou Chen
Barbara Ciamporcero
Carol and John Dehne
William V. Engel
Johnathan and Monisha Gibson
Bernadette Connaughton and 
Michael Gray

Adrienne R. Hill
Cathy and Michael Levatino
Emily Mann and Gary Mailman
James L. Mendez
Ann Marie and David Miller
Ferris Olin
Mary and Gary Reece
Steve Runk and Ken Eiker
Evan Schiff
Grace Shackney
Marilyn Skony Stamm
Suplee, Clooney & Co.
Sarah and Michael Unger
Brand Whitlock
Susie Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Winter

$250-$499
Michelle and Laurent Cash
Sharon and Kevin Chapman
Diane and Metin Guvenis
Allison Howe
Cynthia and Don Lara
Laura Longman and Michael Kody
John MacLeod
Laura Marchese and Michael 
Estes

Michelle Marigliano and Daniel 
Levatino

Ginny Mason
Meredith Moore and Steve Rabbe
Abby O’Neill
Jean and Larry Parsons
Pilates by Wendy
Heather G. Ross
Jennifer Stark and Michael 
Schnoering

Anne and Mitchell Seltzer
Kara Bickham and Samuel 
Seward

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen I. Silverman
Jane Steele
Alison Baxter and Bill Stoltzfus
Miriam and Jeff Tucker
Dr. and Mrs. Peter J. Ventimiglia

Students host Senator Andrew 
Zwicker’s visit to see a YA 
performance at Riverside 
Elementary in Princeton, NJ. 
Photo by Erico Rovayo

Students at Twin 
Hills Elementary in 

Willingboro, NJ, enjoy 
a performance by the 
Afro Brazilian Cultural 

Center of NJ. Photo by 
Erico Rovayo
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$100-$249
Anonymous (2)
Joan Bartl and Walt McRee
Elisabeth Bish
Julie Brenner and Mark Itzler
Elliot Cohen
Alice DeVoe and John Szabo
Patricia A. Diesel
Dumont & Blake Investment 
Advisors

Katie and Nick Eastridge
Richard Engel
Elizabeth and Miguel Fernandez
Mary Gatsch
Ms. Colleen Goggins
Suzanne and Keith Golden
Iona and Maurice Harding
Nanette Hernandez
Carol and David Hunt
Johnson & Johnson Family of 
Companies

Kathy and Hal Kamine
Everett Kline and David Wald
Carroll Bever and Peter Krumins
Perla and Richard Kuhn

Joan and Harold Kuskin
Yuki Moore Laurenti
Phyllis and Andrew Levy
Wendy Liscow and Michael Pollard
Alta and Marc Malberg
Simon Marchand
Margaret and Fred Marigliano
Rich McCain
Dana and Eugene McCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. Graeme McWhirter
Mills & Schnoering Architects, LLC.
Nancy Morrill
Sharon and Robert Powell
Maria Russo
Celia D. Ryan
Barb Simms
Barbara and L. Moody Simms
Andrea Stein
Theodora and Fong Wei Fund of 
the Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

Anita M. Thomas
Barbara Tokar
Daphne Townsend
Ann Vehslage

UP TO $99
Anonymous (2)
Dan & Gayle Ames
Esther Barcun
Merry L. and Curt M. Emmich
Donna and Matt Ferro
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Greenberg
Laurel Johnson
Judith and Stephen Levatino
Judy Levine
Nanette and Aubrey Levons
Debbie and Bob Macchia
Joan Mattia and Larry Tencza
Jeannine Osayande
Mr. Gordon Ostrowski
Ms. Martha Otis
Renee and Barry Packer
Greg Roda
Rafael Sharon
Terri Soaries
Judith Sherman and Alan Stern
Carol and Matthew Treihart

Top Left: Students at Elizabeth Haddon School in Haddonfield, NJ gain hands-on experience learning about the traditions of India 
with teaching artist Ramya Ramnarayan. Top Right: Afro Brazilian Cultural Center of NJ teaching artist during a vibrant performance 
at Twin Hills Elementary in Willingboro, NJ. Bottom Left: Teaching artist Bobby Beetcut performing at Thomas Jefferson Intermediate 
in Trenton, NJ. Bottom Right: Students at Greenwood Elementary in Hamilton, NJ watch and interact with an exciting performance 
by PROJECT Duo. All photos by Erico Rovayo


